Introduction
Marital sorting based on human capital has important implications for the creation, distribution, and inter-generational transmission of welfare. While the literature finds evidence of this assortative matching -the tendency of men and women who marry to have similar human capital levels -most of this research has been conducted in rich country settings and has largely focused on sorting along educational attainment [e.g. Greenwood et al. 2014] . This is despite the growing literature emphasizing the economic importance of multiple human capital dimensions in both We present novel evidence of positive assortative matching along cognitive and socio-emotional skills, time and risk preferences, and education using unique data from rural Mozambique, Côte d'Ivoire, and Malawi. In each country, the observed sorting patterns are robust to accounting for simultaneous sorting along the multiple, potentially correlated human capital dimensions. While assortative matching could in part be caused by frictions constraining the search for dissimilar partners, we find strong spousal similarity both overall and within villages. Moreover, against the notion that spouses grow alike over time, we find that sorting is equally strong when we restrict our analysis to younger couples. Taken together, the evidence thus suggests that assortative matching is the outcome of a marriage market equilibrium shaped by spouse preferences. To the best of our knowledge, we are the first to provide systematic evidence of assortative matching on multiple human capital dimensions in Africa.
Data

Data Sources
We exploit three data sources. First, we use data from a survey conducted in April and June 2016 across 150 randomly selected rural communities in the Tsangano, Angónia, Macanga, and 3 Chifunde districts of Mozambique. Within each community, a random sample of 20 female farmers were surveyed along with their husbands. The survey is the baseline of an ongoing randomized controlled trial to assess the effectiveness of a human capital program targeting female farmers. The survey elicited information on both spouses' cognitive and socio-emotional skills, as well as their time and risk preferences. The spouses were asked these modules separately and privately.
Second, we use data from a survey conducted in June-July 2016 across 180 villages in the BasSassandra, Comoé, Lacs and Lagunes districts of Côte d'Ivoire. The survey is the baseline of an ongoing randomized controlled trial to assess the impact of improving rubber farmers' access to technologies and markets. The survey elicited information on the socio-emotional skills, and time and risk preferences of the farmers that applied to the program, as well as of their spouses. The spouses were asked these modules separately and privately.
Third, we use data from the second wave of the Malawi Third Integrated Household Panel Survey (IHPS), conducted in 2013. This is a publicly available longitudinal survey that is representative of the Malawian population. For the rural sub-sample, the survey elicited information on the cognitive and socio-emotional skills of up to two plot managers. These are typically the husband and the wife, which are the focus of our analysis.
In each country, we restrict the sample to couples for whom we observe the corresponding skills and preferences of both spouses, as well as the other covariates used in the analysis. This results in working samples of 2,280 couples in Mozambique, 1,407 couples in Côte d'Ivoire, and 531 couples in Malawi.
Measuring Skills and Preferences
Socio-emotional skills were measured in the three countries by asking respondents to rate their level of agreement with different attitudinal statements (see Appendix A1). In Mozambique and Malawi, these items elicit abilities commonly associated with an entrepreneurial mindset, such as perseverance, locus of control, and optimism: some of the items are identical or similar between the two countries, but not all of them. In Côte d'Ivoire, these items focus on self-esteem 4 and agricultural self-efficacy. For each country, we construct a composite socio-emotional ability index that is the normalized z-score of the first principal component of the different items (correcting for acquiescence-bias and reversing negatively-coded items). In Mozambique, respondents chose among eight crops, each with distinct returns under a "good" and a "bad" farming season occurring with probability 50%. In Côte d'Ivoire, respondents were presented five different rainfall scenarios with probability of adequate rainfall increasing from 10 to 100%. For each scenario, the respondent chose among two crops with differing droughtsusceptibility. For both countries, a higher score means higher risk aversion.
Appendix Table A1 presents summary statistics for all the variables used in the analysis. 5 
Analysis
Empirical Method
The unit of observation is couple in community . Let the female and male spouses each be defined by a vector of (country specific) human capital characteristics , … , and , … , , respectively. These include: (i) cognitive and socio-emotional abilities, time and risk preferences, and years of education in Mozambique; (ii) socio-emotional ability, risk preferences, and years of education in Côte d'Ivoire; and (iii) cognitive and socio-emotional abilities, and years of education in Malawi. To ease interpretation and comparability across traits and countries, the measures for each human capital characteristic are converted into normalized z-scores.
We estimate the following system of equations using seemingly unrelated regressions (SUR), separately for each country:
, … , ) is the vector of parameters of interest, where measures the standard deviation (sd) change in the th characteristic of the female spouse ( ) induced by a 1sd increase in the th characteristic of the male spouse ( ), keeping constant the remaining human capital characteristics of both spouses ( and , for all ). is a vector of additional controls including spouses' ages and the following household level characteristics:
household size, household asset ownership, and farm size. are community fixed effects.
Throughout, standard errors are clustered by community. Table 1 
Results
Discussion
Human capital shapes one's economic life. We present novel, robust and systematic evidence that men and women in rural Africa are positively assortatively matched on education, cognitive and socio-emotional skills, and time and risk preferences. While more work is needed to identify the precise causal mechanisms and marriage market dynamics shaping this pattern, future research should also examine its implications for households' welfare distribution and inequality, as well as the resulting inter-generational transmission of welfare and inequality (as parents may pass some of these traits to their children). Our results provide new input for the design and targeting of human capital policy interventions. 45. I feel competent to deal efficiently with the real world. 46. I follow my own path at work, regardless of the opinion of others. 47. I have been obsessed with a particular idea or project, but then I lost my interest.
A1.2 Côte d'Ivoire
In the following series of statements, please tell me if you: 1=Strongly disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Agree; 4=Strongly agree. 
A1.3 Malawi
In the following series of statements, please tell me if you: 1=Strongly disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neither agree nor disagree; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly agree.
19. I find satisfaction in having influence over others. 20. I like to have a lot of control over the events around me. 
